
Robby Poore interview

Tyler Edwards  0:08  
Hello! If we would like for us to start, if you could start by just giving your name, if you're 
comfortable saying how old you are, that's helpful. Also, where you were born and what it was 
like for you to grow up.

Robby Poore  0:25  
So my name is Robby Poore. I'm 56 years old. I was born in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. And I 
grew up in Los Alamos, New Mexico. Both my parents both went to Duke and to Carolina for 
undergrad and graduate school. And my father was a nuclear physicist and worked in Los 
Alamos, New Mexico at the nuclear labs. I grew up there, went to college in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico and then eventually moved back here to Chapel Hill, when my wife got your PhD at 
UNC

Tyler Edwards  0:50  
Gotcha, I also meant to ask what pronouns you prefer?

Robby Poore  0:53  
What programs? 

Tyler Edwards  0:54  
Pronouns? 

Robby Poore  0:55  
Oh, pronouns. My pronouns are he/ him.

Tyler Edwards  0:56  
Thank you so much. And also if you could tell me where you are right now?

Robby Poore  1:00  
Right now I'm in Colony Woods,North Carolina, at the edge of Chapel Hill and Durham in  
North Carolina.

Tyler Edwards  1:07  
Thank you so much for sharing that. So the first thing that I would like to hear from you is- so I 
know you as an artist, how did you become an artist? When did that start for you?

Robby Poore  1:14  
You know, I really don't know when I became an artist. I think it's I actually don't think I 
actually ever said I'm going to be an artist. I think I just did art. And I've always been drawing on



my shoes, my pants, my notebooks. And then I took art classes just because I loved it. I started 
doing graphic design in high school. I did screen printing and start screen printing in 1982. In 
high school to do punk rock T shirts. And I just worked my way from there. I didn't study art 
officially until I was about 23, 24 years old, when I finally realized I was spinning my wheels 
with other academic endeavors and I thought this might be what I want to do. And even then, I 
never really considered myself an artist. I just said I love to do art. I'm just gonna keep doing 
what I like to do. There's no, "I want to be an artist," but it's more just I love doing art. I love 
expressing myself in certain ways. And I just found a way to do it. And that's great. 

Tyler Edwards  1:14  
That's fantastic. When you were first getting into art, was there anybody that supported you in 
that? Or, who was a part of your community back then?

Robby Poore  1:32  
Well, I first started doing art was in high school and I was doing a lot of stuff that was sort of 
punk rock related like cutting out magazines pasting 'em together, making sort of ugly things to 
convey a message about the times during  Reagan and all the punk rock. So in a way, I didn't 
really get anything positive, it was more negative. And so, but it was connection and I realized 
that art is less about making things pretty and it's more about connecting. And so I think the first 
people to influence me are there's my teacher, Gary Webb. Mr. Webb was the graphic design 
teacher at Los Alamos High School, and he was really important in getting me started with with 
graphic design. And the other people were my father and my mother were very supportive of me 
doing art. I think they didn't ever expect me to go into academics or into physics. So that was 
really helpful. And I think there's good friends have been helpful and like the things I do if I can 
screen for the t shirt form and make a poster. It's fun to do, and I'll just do it. So I mostly just did 
it  because of fun.

Tyler Edwards  2:50  
Yeah. So that makes a lot of sense. Making posters  and t shirts sounds like tons of fun. 
Absolutely. Let's see. So in the part of your life when you were like 23, 24 and first getting 
started, was art what you did full time, or was it something you did part time? Because I know 
you mentioned that there was a time when you were doing it part time and then you switched 
over. What was that switch like?

Robby Poore  3:12  
Well, I've always sort of done art in the background and I think when I finally switched over was
when I moved to Atlanta in 1998. My wife and I-No, sorry, 1984. I moved to Atlanta in 1984. 
My wife and I, she was gonna get her master's degree at Emory, and at that point I was a lighting
designer for concerts and I'd been on the road doing- like I was a roadie essentially, and at that 
point, I was almost 30, and I thought, "I need a change of pace. This is going to be too rough on 
my body. It's just late hours and lifting heavy things." So, on a lark, I decided I kinda wanted to 



do graphic design, because I had an art degree, but I wasn't really doing art. So I found a design 
company, actually it wasn't a design company, a game company in Atlanta called White Wolf. 
And they did role playing games, which is like Vampire the Masquerade. There's some werewolf
games, stuff like that. And I had a friend who worked there and they said they needed unpaid 
interns. And being a 30 year old unpaid intern is really, not humiliating, but it's definitely 
humbling. And so I worked for free for about a year just learning how to use Adobe Photoshop 
and Illustrator that kind of, it was FreeHand and at the time, and then they, finally eventually, 
hired me. And that's when I decided, okay, now I'm actually a graphic designer, I can impart for 
my, my living. So I  also just painted on the side and I haven't recently but I've always had some 
heart going in the background. But then I finally became like a graphic artist, which I sort of 
think of is very similar in a way that I'm conveying, you know, conveying information visually. 
And so even if I get paid for doing graphic design is still very similar.

Tyler Edwards  4:32  
That makes a lot of sense. So when did you make the change or shift from doing the graphic 
design with the video games to doing it in like a screen printing sense more often? Or is that how
that happened?

Robby Poore  4:42  
It's kind of congruent. I've been doing obviously printing on off since 1982 because it's just been 
something fun. Every time like a band, like I've been in a lot of bands and played in bands and so
every time we need T shirts, I'll screen print them, or I'll screen print a poster, or I'll do a record 
cover. And I'll screen print that, but it's always been sort of at the same time as my regular job. 
And in fact doing screen printing I do I work currently at UNC as a graphic designer at the 
school government. In fact, I'm a supervisor of other designers now. And so I teach 
screenprinting classes at the DukeArts Annex , or I did a lot before the pandemic, and then once 
a pandemicI basically stopped until last fall when I started teaching screenwriting classes again.

Tyler Edwards  5:19  
Gotcha. That makes sense. Yeah. How did you how did you land at Duke? Like, how did you get
in with the Arts Annex?

Robby Poore  5:24  
Bill Fink. Professor Fink, he's a friend. He's a friend of a friend, my friends Amy and Diane. And
they're really good friends of ours. I was at a party at their house, andd there was Bill and we 
started talking what'd you do? He's an art teacher, oh he's graphic designer. And then it turns out 
he was running a screen printing studio called Super Graphic or Super G Print Labs. And I said 
you're running [a studio]? I do screen printing! He's like, really? We hit it off. And he said, Why 
don't you come over? And if you want to use the space, you need to get licensed and I charge 
like $10 an hour or something. So I jumped, like the next day, I'm like, I'm coming to your studio
to print! And I'm so obsessed with screen printing. I started teaching classes shortly thereafter, 



maybe about a year after starting there. I wanted to use the space it was getting expensive. So I 
said what can I do? He's like, how about if you just teach some classes, so I  teach some classes, 
and we work really closely together. And after that I work with him. Through the big move from 
one location to another and right about that time is when the Arts Annex started to become more 
of us a place to do art and place for students and Bill was very influential on getting that started 
and they were gonna start screen printing studio, so I helped him actually work on it a little bit of
just getting started. And I just sort of fell into place and started teaching classes there along with 
my friend Raj Bunnang and Matt Tauch to also teach classes there. And I sort of took it on 
myself as just to kind of clean this place up a little bit and reorganize it a little. So I've been 
teaching classes ever since, I'm gonna say it's been about five years or maybe a little more

Tyler Edwards  6:35  
Wow that's so wonderful! Oh, and just for housekeeping Could you spell those last few people's 
last names?

Robby Poore  6:40  
Oh, yeah. That's R-A-J B-U-N-N-A-N-G. And Matt Tauch, T-A-U-C-H

Tyler Edwards  6:47  
Wonderful. Thank you so much. That is so awesome. What has it been like to watch that space 
change?

Robby Poore  6:53  
Well, it's it was interesting. At first, it was really frustrating 'cause a lot of students were using 
the space and you know, no fault of theirs, but a lot of equipment was  getting damaged, and they
didn't clean it correctly. And I think it's because most of them hadn't been taught on how to clean
things. And it's not, you know, I don't think it's necessarily, I mean, it's their fault a little, I guess,
you know, everybody should clean up after themselves, really. But I think it's my job as a screen 
printing instructor there to teach him how to take care of the space, how to clean up the screens, 
how to do all that stuff. So it's been a really good process. It sort of taught me how to really 
relate to young artists and I sort of feel like, like what I told you before  in the 80s when I was 
doing artwork and not getting much, you know, support and I really want to get back I want to 
do we help young artists get started in a way that I never had. So I'm really trying to give back. 
But I think the art space has gotten better and better over time. I think it's done a lot of work to 
make it better. There's really good people right now. There's Francesca Santos, and then Amber 
Moore is there right now. So it's great

Tyler Edwards  7:48  
Awesome, yeah. Amber also talked to me for this project, and it was fantastic to get her story. 

Robby Poore  7:52  



Yeah, she's really good. She does really great clay work too. Really nice person and very 
organized. So it's great.

Tyler Edwards  7:56  
Yeah, absolutely. Right now, we've talked about like the past like five years, so like getting into 
more of the past like two and a half years. So like, do you remember what it was like for you 
when a pandemic first started? And specifically, can you point to a specific moment where you 
knew that the way that you were doing your art or the way that you were moving at Duke or any 
of the things was going to have to change because of the pandemic?

Robby Poore  8:25  
Yes, I do remember that. I remember there was about two weeks with the time when I realized 
the pandemic was not going to just go away quickly.  I remember teaching a class about two 
weeks before we shut everything down. And I remember being at the class saying should I be 
wearing a mask? And you know, in some societies, it's okay to wear a mask. I think in a lot of 
Asian countries it is it's normal. Here,it wasn't at all. And so it was a little awkward to try to 
think about that but we just never I never thought of it. But I do remember when I had said I had 
a screen printing event scheduled for I think the 18th of April. Maybe, it was a 10th of April. 
Anyways, it was the mural Durham event. Yeah, I was gonna screen print posters, I bought all 
the supplies. Everything was ready to go the design was ready and then it said we cancelled it. 
And so I remember just going oh, man, what a drag. I really wanted to print those. I had all these 
classes scheduled for the spring and I had posters to print. I'm in a band called Phat Lynx, and 
that's spelled Phat Lynx, and so we had all these gigs that are scheduled and we cancelled one 
after the other. And then we were going to open up for some really great people and they 
canceled their tours and it was sad, and we didn't get to see each other. And then I remember 
talking to Francesca and to Sarah Knapp on a Zoom meeting, and they were saying we really 
want to make get these posters sent to students, so you have an access to Duke Arts Annex. Can 
you go print them? Just by yourself? And I said sure. So I went and I printed them in I think it 
was June, May or June. No, actually, it was  April. And I went in and printed at the studio, but 
there's nobody there. Yeah. And I was worried that you know, if anybody would walk in I didn't 
know if I was going to get sick or you know, there was sometimes custodians that were in there, 
maybe, at some point. And so I would go there and work and then come home. And that was 
really my only way of doing artwork. But I would do that. I did that one poster and then I asked 
if I could go in and print another poster or two, and I did. I would quickly go in and just print a 
couple posters and then those were pandemic related.  And then that was when I started doing the
"Are you okay?" posters, they were printed there first. And then Duke shut down the studios and 
everything, I think in the summer, and so I wasn't able to print there anymore. And I just 
switched to printing at home again. It's not like printing in a studio. I had to print on my back 
porch and sometimes it's cold! or hot! I think you're on mute. 

Tyler Edwards  11:16  



Yeah, there we go, it wouldn't let me unmute for a second. 

Robby Poore  11:19  
That is the the phrase of the pandemic, "I think you're on mute!"

Tyler Edwards  11:22  
Yeah, absolutely! But yeah, those cancellations, like the first few months and then like the 
process of like, "oh, maybe we can reschedule it for like the fall?" and all of that yeah, I 
remember that all too well. 

Robby Poore  11:36  
In a way, I was looking at my schedule in March, and I was thinking, "I don't know how I can 
get all this done." I had trips planned, we were gonna go see grandparents in Arizona. We had all
these things. And I was like, "how am I gonna get all of this stuff done?" I'm gonna be so busy. 
In a way, it was kind of a relief that I wasn't going to have it done, but then there was this other 
background stress. It's like the clouds are on the horizon. I don't know how bad this is gonna get 
and it did get bad but like, I was so strange. Like, I had nothing, no events planned. All these 
dates would come and go and there's nothing you know. As you probably have guessed, my life 
is very, is very much based on being extroverted, outdoors,  just teaching classes, being in bands,
like I DJ for WXDU as well and all that stuff stopped. And so, I had nothing to do, which was 
kind of  rough. You know? 

Tyler Edwards  12:14  
Yeah, I can imagine. So what did you do? 

Robby Poore  12:16  
Well, I've got two kids at home. They're twins. They were in seventh grade. Now they're in ninth 
grade. They go to Githens, or they went to Githens Middle School, now they're at Jordan. And 
you know, we were busy with them doing online school and I was working from right here at my
desk at home. And I mean, that's what I did. I started going bicycling a lot because I just had to 
get out. Art-wise I just I didn't really do any guitar playing or any DJing or anything like that. I 
started doing some drawings and stuff. There was this call for map-making drawings, mapping 
your pandemic through Bloomberg Map Labs. I think that's what it's called, or City Lab. I forget 
what it's called. So I did a of drawings based on my map of the pandemic. I didn't map in my 
house. I did a map of my neighborhood, where I go bicycling, it was kind of very introverted and
a little bit obsessive. But it was interesting to do, just reflecting on how the world has changed. 
And then I started reaching out and doing posters that were those "Are you okay?" posters. And 
then what I do is I print about 50 or 60 of those and I'd go and put them up all around Durham 
and Chapel Hill, put them up on kiosks. And the funny thing was is since there weren't any gigs, 
there's no bands playing, so all the kiosks were completely empty, like just empty and so I put 
them up in the middle of a kiosk where you used to have to fight for space. And then  right in the



middle is this big fluorescent "Are you okay?" And then I put them up all over town. And then 
people will take pictures and put them on Instagram and go, "no, I'm not okay." Or they'd say, 
"yeah, kind of okay." You know, and so, that was my way of trying to reach out to people 
saying, I mean, if you go walk around the street, it's in the middle of a pandemic, and then there's
a poster that asks you a question, that's a really weird thing. You know? Like I said, like I really 
wanted to be able to normally posters advertise things and that's what I've done with graphic 
design. You're advertising. Go to this course, you know, go to this gig,  see this band, you should
do this, you know? And I sort of I flipped it around and did the "Are you okay?" like just 
because all these people kept asking me, "Are you okay?" And I'd ask other people, "are you 
okay?" And then, you know, we remember how it was. It sounds like you're asking your parents 
like, "Are you guys okay? And how are you doing at home?" So I think that was an interesting 
way to do that reach out with art in a way that it's less about me and more about others. And I 
think that's one thing I really realized about the pandemic is that I really missed that connection 
with people. I love teaching because it's really fun. I like students. I really like getting to watch 
people grow as artists and to interact and so there's a thing that I missed, it's not just teaching 
that's you know, about me, it's more it's about others, it's about how they interact with the world. 
And if you can look at the pandemic in slightly different way that could be a little bit more 
positive than that's like a really great thing. And, you know, I think that you know, I that's what I 
was kind of going for with those posters. I'm sort of going off on tangent. Yeah. I've had a lot of 
time to think about this, by the way.

Tyler Edwards  15:31  
What did you feel when you saw the Instagram posts about your posters?

Robby Poore  15:34  
I was kinda surprised these are pretty weird. I'm really glad though. I mean, every time you 
know, it's that feeling of satisfaction that everybody gets when they get reposted or something. 
That was good. When people  would write down you know, #AreYouOkay, and they say "no" or 
whatever. Or they use it. There's one artist, Adrian Doyle, he's a photographer and he would do 
collages of my posters along with something else on his Instagram. So he would use my artwork 
to make new artwork was great. It was lexactly what I wanted to happen. And then of course, my
posters got stolen, which is really perfect cuz I'm able to steal and take them home. It's a badge 
of pride because if they're sitting there for two weeks, that means, nobody likes them. So this is 
much better. But yeah, I was really thrilled. You know, I always am, every time I post one up on 
Instagram, like I do a thing where I go through, you know, 30 or 40, and I'll put them up around 
town, the one the picture of my daughter, it's my daughter coughing, those are glow in the dark 
dots. Screen printing is great. You can use glow ink, glow in the dark dots and I put them up all 
the way down Carrboro and all through Chapel Hill as much as I possibly could. Because at the 
time, it was when waiting before we had vaccines and every time you heard somebody cough in 
public it was like, "Oh my God," you know, so to see somebody coughing and then have this 
spray of this, like, glow in the dark stuff? It was really kind of hilarious, but in the way scary too.



So I did that. And that was  a good one. I got a lot of feedback on that one. People loved it. It's 
kind of a punk rock approach to public health, but I wasn't telling anybody what to do. But you 
know, it was funny  process. But I got a kick out of that one. So I put them up all over Chapel 
Hill and I'd just go for a walk. I'd put my mask on and go staple things on, take pictures of each 
one, post it to Instagram, just a couple, not a lot. And then after that I get these responses and 
people would say if they liked it or not. And I can get feedback that way to see what people liked
what they didn't like.

Tyler Edwards  17:04  
That's fantastic. That is incredibly punk rock, that's so cool.

Robby Poore  17:10  
It's punk rock in the best sense of the word. Punk rock used to be- it wasn't about hate. It was 
more about questioning. It's about being clear. It's about inclusion, you know, cuz like for me, 
punk rock was all about inclusion. It was all of the people that were marginalized in society, 
could go out and do something different and so I think it's, you know, that's what I think punk 
rock was 

Tyler Edwards  17:26  
Yeah, that's fantastic. Okay, so, that sounds like the first like few months of the pandemic. When
did you like come back to Duke? What was that like? Or not just to Duke, but also, I would love 
I want to hear more about your band too. So like, yeah, okay, what was the rescheduling or re 
entry part like, and who was who did you go to  for advice or for help, in navigating the reentry 
process?

Robby Poore  18:20  
Well, I think at Duke it took longer. Duke was was very strict and, you know, good for them. I 
think that was a tough decision for Duke to make and you know, the vaccination requirement 
was very robust. So people that were sort of contractors to Duke,like myself, were less welcome 
in the beginning when they started roping up things a little. I scheduled one course last fall. I 
think it was maybe last August was the first one I did and it was, "you have to wear a mask." 
And I told everybody I'm triple vaccinated. I got the Duke SymMon app, and I finally got all that
stuff squared away. And then I did, I think that's pretty much it. And I did a couple of printing 
events at the Rubenstein Art Center for Winter Wonderland and a couple other things where we 
screen printed some stuff. I was out of the annex release a little over a year. And when I finally 
came back, it was that. So I don't think it was necessarily like there's like leadership behind it or 
something or when you're asking about? Like the transition?

Tyler Edwards  19:07  
Yeah, but it doesn't have to just be leadership. Like if there were other people that were like, like 
if there were other people that you talked to you or just thinking in terms of you went to for 



advice, and like who you went to for helping navigating all of it?

Robby Poore  19:19  
Well, you know, I think mostly just asking different screen printers and the people I worked with
at work. We had, over at the school government, the Dean of the School government is named 
Mike Smith, and he was really really good through this whole thing. He's very, you know, give 
people space. Make sure people get some mental health time. Don't pressure people too much. 
He's been very great about that. And so I've used that as just an example in my own life and to 
try to give, you know, both the people that I supervise and my kids and my wife and everybody, 
to, you know, give everybody a break. And I think that's, that was probably the best advice I had.
I think there's a lot of people that I worked there to screenprint with who have different degrees 
of what they understand about public health now. My wife is an infectious disease 
epidemiologist, so I have an inside scoop into how diseases work a little bit. So she's kind of on 
the, you know, she's really got her finger on the pulse of the pandemic. And we have several 
friends who work- she got a PhD in Public Health from UNC. So her friends are working in like 
Philadelphia health department or in Toronto. So we hear about this kind of stuff. So I'm very 
well aware what safety protocols probably should be. And so some of my friends were a little 
more lax than others wasn't bad. I still had to accept what they were doing and just try to be as 
safe as I could. I think when we finally start getting out in the open, it was really relief, but it's 
still really odd. I mean, it still is now and so, like going into a store about a mask is a strange 
experience. I haven't done it. Yeah, I went into Franklin Motors and got a beerand I walked in 
without a mask. I was sort of like, I didn't know whether I should or not. And I was still nervous. 
You know, I just don't wanna get sick. Anyway, so I don't know. I think it was just going back 
into society has been there's still a transition period I think. I don't think I'm ever going to be 
quite the same after this. But I'm more accepting of it after two years. I can't believe I'm saying 
that, "two years". It was two years ago, yesterday that we were locked down. So yeah, I think it's,
you know, it's an ongoing process. But once Duke started opening up, the students wear masks, 
and I also know that Duke students is 99% vaccinated now so I really feel very safe. Maybe a 
little more so than I do at UNC. I think UNC students are highly vaccinated as well. And now the
background levels are really low but during Omicron's surge that was a bit iffy. I didn't really go 
out much then but I've only still been to two restaurants anywhere so. Maybe too cautious.

Tyler Edwards  21:14  
That's very fair, like everything has been really touch and go. I think one thing that I really 
resonated with is likely like things are never really gonna be the same. And also, there's like that 
huge, like social part of it that you brought up and it's like, I want to  behave in the right way so 
the people around me are comfortable and they feel safety around me too. Yeah, and all of that is
like, really, really huge.

Robby Poore  21:35  
It's really huge. It's hard, you know, I don't know how old you are but like for me, I've had 54 



normal years or whatever "normal" was before, and I think I've got kids, like my kids, they were 
13, they just turned 13 when the pandemic started, and they went back to school and were 14 and
a half. So, you know, they missed out on a whole year and a half worth of hanging out with 
friends and it's just, I think it's gonna affect them a lot more differently than me, you know? We 
don't know what it's gonna be like. I mean, in a way, so my mother is 82 years old, and she's 
been through a lot. She grew up all over the world. She's a navy brat, but she she grew up in the 
era when you had like outbreaks of diseases, you know, like yellow fever or whatever, polio, and
she remembers shutting down schools for a couple of weeks in Virginia when she was growing 
up when she was little, because of a disease. And so she, she's interesting to talk to. It's been 
rough on her too because she's been isolated. She's older, and she's a high risk, and I didn't go in 
her house for a year and a half. We were outside in the backyard, just you know, it's a different 
thing. And now we actually prefer the outside. So as we go through the pandemic, that sort of 
changes our expectations and that's fine. I'd much rather go outside to drink beer, like at 
Ponysaurus or Franklin Motors. I don't want to go inside, you know, like, I love it outside. It's 
nice. So there's pluses to it, but it's a new kind of thing. And my mom told me what she said, 
"Well, this is our reality. So it doesn't matter, we just need to go forward withwhat we got." This 
is what we live through and this is what we're doing now. So, you know, you just accept them 
and move forward. But I think she's of that generation that everybody would get vaccinated 
because that's what I do. This whole choice kind of stuff is a really different thing. But so yeah, 
it's interesting to talk to different generations about this..

Tyler Edwards  23:01  
Yeah, no, I canimagine like, like coming from that time and then entering this time.  Because 
like for for the past like decade or so anti-vaxxers have been- I think that I've encountered them 
in school and all that stuff. But, like realizing I haven't thought of how recent of a phenomenon 
that really is.

Robby Poore  23:24  
Yeah. There's so many things that are different now too. You know, my mom comes from an era 
when it was before women's lib, you know, feminist movement of the 60s. She was already in 
college. And so all that stuff. And the whole Me Too thing. She's really glad it's happened, but at 
the same time, she's like, "why did it take so long?" Like, it's like, it's, you know, I don't know 
there's so many things that are great nowadays, and some things are terrible. It's it's like that with
everything. As I get older, I realize there's this pendulum swings and people think one way or the
other and we're more accepting of this one thing. We're not accepting of that. Just trying to get 
through it and do some artwork.

Tyler Edwards  23:53  
Absolutely. It helps us process. I'm curious about what those first few classes and workshops 
were like in terms of the art that those students are creating and like what they wanted to know 
and wanted to do, like, what were the interactions with them like?



Robby Poore  24:07  
Well, they didn't make their own artwork, because the workshops are not really set up for the 
people to do it and it takes too long, it could take hours and so I really don't know about what 
they would be screen printing. But I think most students are just happy to be doing something in 
a class. So it's like I'm printing, I'm pasting things together, I'm moving paper. But I find that 
classes are really interesting, like because everybody's wearing a mask. There's no wall between 
us, but they're less interactive, Usually, you know me, I'm cracking jokes, but because you don't 
get to see my face or that I'm smiling, you just hear what I'm saying like this [covers mouth with 
hand]. And you don't get part of the jokes. I'll make sarcastic statements and I'll say, "I'm 
joking!" I think that's it's kind of lost on a lot of people. I don't get any laughs and I haven't been 
interactive. People have been through a lot, you know, so I try to be as friendly as possible and 
you know, accepting that kind of stuff. And so I just teach a class and it's a lot quieter than it 
used to be. I don't know why,they just don't talk as much. It used to be a lot more interactive and 
it's less so. I'm not sure why.

Tyler Edwards  25:04  
Yeah, that's been happening in a lot of my classes actually. So it's not just you. 

Robby Poore  25:08  
Interesting. I wonder if that's because of a zoom and stuff. What do you think?

Tyler Edwards  25:12  
I think that's possible. I think that we also are just generally sadder and more jaded about it all. 
Even though I think most of us are really excited to be back in person. I think at least I had sort 
of forgotten how it works or like, it feels a little bit unfamiliar in a way that it used to feel really 
natural. Yeah. So I bet it is quieter. Absolutely. And almost everyone in my classes for the past 
few years.

Robby Poore  25:33  
That's really interesting. That's very interesting that you say that, but I think it's true Even going 
back to the way it was like it's a new kind of normal. And so at work, we had a little gathering to 
watch the ACC tournament, we watched Duke sorry about the Duke UNC game. And we were 
watching and I showed up, I have a mask on, and nobody's wearing a mask. And it's like, is this 
cool? Like, "yeah, we're all vaccinated, like, the rates are so low, I think we're gonna risk it." I 
was like,"Okay," so the first time I was like, at` a party, it was like with a bunch of work people. 
So it was all just eating pizza and watching  basketball. But yeah it was strange, but that is a new 
thing. I'm really talking about like, I feel weird, you know, like, I'm here. Without my protection.
Yeah. So even vulnerable and strange. 

Tyler Edwards  26:15  



Looking forward, think about how these things are gonna change us. Moving forward and out, 
sort of, the pandemic, what are what are the things that you want to come back from before?

Robby Poore  26:29  
Restaurants, I used to enjoy going to a restaurant here and there. Travel, I think that's one of 
them. I'm planning on going to Europe this spring with my mother, she has to do some research 
in London. So I'm gonna do that. I'm looking forward to travel again. I don't know. I think that's 
an interesting question to think about. I'm looking forward to seeing music again, musicians and 
playing music. I think it'll be really fun. It's gonna take transition time, though to get ready to go 
out again, I don't know.  You know, I don't know if you go to bars much, which is something I 
usually like to do. That's kind of  crowded and you end up getting some cold or something like 
that. But I'm like, well, I'm not gonna risk Coronavirus. But yeah, no, I guess those things, but 
um, it's been so long now. It's like, it's hard to think about what it was like before and I was so 
busy. I kind of like the pace that it is now. But I don't know. Probably travel. I think that's my 
favorite one.

Tyler Edwards  27:11  
Another question I wanted to ask that came to my mind. You talked about how students are 
showing up differently in your workshops, how has the way that you show up in the space 
changed?

Robby Poore  27:21  
How do I show up?

Tyler Edwards  27:22  
Yeah, like, do you feel like you're more quiet or do you dress differently? Or do you use 
different tools to help? Or are you still you still hands on with the students? Anything about what
that physical experience is like. 

Robby Poore  27:33  
Yeah, that's a really good question. Well, when I'm with them, they're all in masks and also a 
little hesitant to actually move forward and grab something. So I'll say, "Here, go get a 
squeegee."  So I'm get a volunteer to get a screen from the creepy dark room, or a volunteer to 
rinse this out. And I'm doing that a lot more to try to just get somebody to step forward and do 
something.  I don't necessarily, you know, not trying to force anybody just gonna ask for 
volunteers and so nobody does, I'll do it myself. And it's fine. I feel like I'm having to work a 
little bit more to try to get people to sort of engage. And, yeah, I mean, nothing to fault them, and
they're all super nice people, but they're allowed to be there, but I do know that they're less 
chatty. They're less joking around was having fun. I think that's probably like what you were 
saying. It's like people are just kind of sadder, you know, but I don't know it seems to be coming 
back a little bit every class I've had, it's been a little bit awkward. Every class before the 



pandemic, I would have at least two or three people who come there as friends and hang out and 
it was awesome. And they printed and they joke around with each other. Even if they didn't like 
it much, they'd still have fun together. But this is like less. There's really very little of that. 
Everybody's sort of doing their own thing. I don't know why, maybe it's just luck or something. I 
do try to interact with people. And it's a it's a really physical form. So you got to actually get 
these big screens and paper screen print. It's like you're actually kind of sweating to make it 
happen. And so yeah, there's, you have to be moving around a lot. And I just do that anyway. So,
but it's a struggle sometimes, but I mean, I'm not disappointed. about it. Just interesting.

Tyler Edwards  28:48  
Yeah. Because some of the other artists that I talked to, for this project, were  using mediums 
that they could do over Zoom. Like how the Arts Annex will hand out kits to people and it's like,
oh, you can paint at home or you can make I don't know, build something at home like sew your 
stuffie or something like that, but screen printing can't really work that way, huh?

Robby Poore  29:10  
No, but I had a whole idea about what I want to do with the annex, and at some point I will. I 
probably need to talk to some younger people like yourself and see how they can digest 
information but like, I know that well like Tik Tok has been a huge thing, I'm not a huge fan, but 
I learned a lot about like woodworking and metalwork and cooking over Tik Tok. And it's been 
you know, pretty cool. But I was thinking like with screenprinting, I wanted to have little QR 
codes in the studio, so that if you go in and say I forgot how to rinse this out, so you just  watch a
30 second video and say, wash wash wash, and it has something funny, and then I'd say 
something dumb, and then make them laugh, and then rinse it out, and then that'd be it! So if you
remember every other step but that one you'd still be able to just get that one. Almost all screen 
printing classes and all online things, they last hours, they're like hours long and they go through 
the details of it and I want to strip all that out really simple, quick little things. So that's my goal, 
but I need to get my son to help me because he's really quick with it. I'm gonna do them on 
YouTube, instead of Tik Tok so it's more accessible,  but that's one thing but you know, so that 
would be a thing that I wanted to do during the pandemic, when I could go do it but then they 
closed the studio down. I could just video this, then they could actually learn it, about how to use
the annex, during the pandemic and when it's done, you'd be able to do it, but I just never had 
that chance. One of these days. I'll go in and do it. Maybe this summer if Amber lets me go in. 
But I did do some drawing classes for my work. So wellness stuff and I actually volunteer for the
wellness committee to teach people how to draw, so I had my little iPhone here, pointed down to 
a piece of paper and then I do a drawing lesson, and I teach them how to do drawing, and have 
like maybe 10 people come work and do drawing classes. So that was fun, but it wasn't through 
the Annex or anything. 

Tyler Edwards (she/her): That makes a lot of sense. Also, that QR code idea is fantastic. That 
would work for me at least. Especially having the different steps separated into different ones.  I 



can see  a sticker by the sink, or whatever you're using to wash stuff, so that is great. And also, I 
feel like that would help the issue that you were talking about before where people are breaking 
stuff because they don't they what they’re doing, because then they can't say that they forgot it 
anymore.

Robby Poore (he/him): Yeah, the QR codes’ right there. Everybody has a phone. And even 
during my classes, everyone's looking at a phone at some point, whether they’re taking pictures 
or they're doing something. So yeah we'll see I really that's one of my big projects, I want to 
work on, I want to do it fast. Yeah I need to do it quickly and get those done fast and get them 
done well, you know. It doesn't need be to be a big production.  Which is interesting, how 
younger people get information. Like you can watch a 30 second video that's sped up, and it's 
super easy. There's bullets, boom, boom, do this, do this, do this, boom, it's done. But then, if 
you don't get it, justwatch it again, then watch it again, okay good I got it, you know. That's a 
really interesting way to learn. And that's kind of the way it is with screen printing or whatever 
you just got to do things repeatedly, so watching something repeatedly is a similar way of 
learning, so , why not?

Tyler Edwards (she/her): That is the thing that I personally I love about Tik Tok, is that I can 
watch it over and over again, like for educational things, or if it's a dog like falling into a pool I 
can watch it over and over again. 

Robby Poore (he/him): Yeah, I know. Or the screaming   or whatever, those are awesome, yeah. 

Tyler Edwards (she/her): That is a perfect idea. And that physical solution is  precedented. That's
another thing that has come out of the pandemic. Artists are finding so many different ways to 
work around these issues and, and in doing those things they're also creating accessibility. Like 
opening up our practice to people that otherwise wouldn't have been able to access it. 

Robby Poore (he/him): Oh yeah I think so too. It's interesting though, I really haven't seen too 
many artists respond to the pandemic itself. There’s Bob Goldstein at UNC, I don't know if 
you've seen his work he does amazing. He's a biology Professor, and he does gig posters for 
scientists.  So, he has science lectures and he will make a screen printed poster, they’re really 
bright, colorful, and really interesting, based on the science lecture and it's really heavy duty 
lectures. About DNA restructuring or something like this, and then he'll make those posters and 
put them up in his department. Well, he and I became friends over the past couple of years, just 
because I'm obsessed with his posters. I think they're so great. So now, he screenprints in his 
backyard, and I've done my stuff here. And he's done some with masks. There's one in the Duke 
Arts Annex, if you've been in the screen printing studio, this Lord Kitchener going, “I want you 
to fight for World War I” but it's just “I want you to wear a mask” because of him in the mask. 
And so, Bob sent a bunch of really brilliant pro-vaccine, wear a mask, pro public health posters 
over the pandemic, but other than him and I really haven't seen that many locally who've done it, 



directly address the coronavirus pandemic.  Which is interesting, because what we're talking 
about, artists responding to the environment we're in. There's a lot of people are responding to it 
internally, which is totally understood, and you know, but to actually address it in artwork. 
Maybe it's too depressing, maybe it's too much, maybe we just had enough. And I get that, but I 
know when I did that coloring book, you know, and I think I showed you. There's this coloring 
book, where I did a bunch of illustrations and that was like one of those where I drew my own 
life, what I was doing. And then I just screen printed it on my back porch. I’ll get you one some 
time if I ever meet you in person. It's really cool and. So I did those. I haven’t really distributed 
them, and I just printed them and made them and they’re just sitting around, so I need to get 
them out in the world. But yeah it's kind of interesting to see how people have responded and 
how people haven't responded, you know.

Tyler Edwards (she/her): That makes a lot of sense, yeah. Most of the artists I'm thinking of are 
the ones that are- Right now the Nasher has an exhibit of art that was either created during the 
pandemic or right before in the past few years or so, so there's like so many different pieces of art
and so many different media at least. Some of them are like what you said, where it's just like 
them processing things internally, but I think there's a few sprinkled in there that are more on the 
like activism sort of side. But yeah, no, the connections that people are making here are 
interesting and heartbreaking and all that stuff, and it's just such proof of the way that we can 
come together.  Okay so I’m trying to think of if I had any other questions. I think the last one is 
the opposite of the question that I had before, which is what out of the changes that you've made 
in this slow, grinding transition of the past couple of years that you think you want to keep? Like 
either in your practice or for yourself or anything like that.

Robby Poore (he/him): That’s another interesting question, I thought about that a lot actually 
there's a lot of things in. Well, in terms of art, I think I finally figured out a way to do artwork 
that doesn't advertise stuff.  You know, like that is a big conundrum and I thought about that 
even before the pandemic and I now it's much more so doing art for art's sake, rather than to say 
come see my band or do this or do that or buy something. I think it's much more to reach out to 
people and I like that. I like the fact that there's this, for lack of a better word, shared misery, you
know, like we've all been through this to one degree or another and even people who pretend like
they have, it is still have and we've all been affected by, we all know somebody who's gotten 
coronavirus or people who died, I know several.. You know it's been tough, but I think to keep 
out of this I think there's been slowing down a little bit and take a little bit more time to do 
things. being more purposeful and more intention, have more intention behind things. Like I've 
done that with my screen printing, and I'm much more intentional about what I print, and rather 
than just sort of kick out a bunch of posters with funny stuff on it I'm kind of more focused. And 
I think also this going outside. I'm so glad that there's outdoor restaurants in Chapel Hill. I don't 
know if you're familiar with Chapel Hill too much, but there didn't used to be any. There was 
like one restaurant and now, all of them have got it and I think that's lovely, I think it's great. 
Even when it's cold out, I was out there on Friday night, it was freezing and I just had a couple 



beers at Franklin Motors, and I was huddled by the fire, it was howling wind, or Saturday night, 
and I'm like, you know I’d rather be here than anywhere else.” And so it was nice, I like that. 
And I think same thing with art, it's like I'm getting the streets. I'm putting it on on kiosks and it's
just for art's sake it's just to connect with people and just put things out there and just to make 
people walk by and go, “what is that?” I did one poster that says, “oh wow, what now?” and each
letter drips on itself, I didn't send you one of those I will,  but each letter drips on itself and it 
wasn't necessarily about the pandemic but it's more about how every week, especially during 
Trump's presidency, there was something like “oh wow, what now?” I'm like out of the blue, was
it you know George Floyd or Breonna Taylor, or was it Trump tweeting something,or was it the 
takeover of the United States Congress, you know, like what the hell? So instead of writing what 
I wanted to say, and whatever foul language in the punk rock way, I just did “oh wow, what 
now?” and so I put those around town. And it doesn't matter when I put them up, because look 
it's Ukraine now, so it's like there's always something going on, and it's just catastrophic. And so 
I guess I'm sort of going off on a tangent from your original question. What I want to keep from 
all this, I think, maybe it's a desire to be aware of this stuff. Or, I don't know, maybe I spent too 
much time thinking about this, but being outside. That's really my answer to that question. Sorry!

Tyler Edwards (she/her): No you’re good, don’t apologize at all.  I definitely agree, I mean I've 
always been an outdoor cat or whatever, but especially the past few years, like going outside and 
I just set up my little porch garden at my apartment this past weekend.

Robby Poore (he/him): Oh good.

Tyler Edwards (she/her): I should have waited longer I guess.

Robby Poore (he/him): My, well. 

Tyler Edwards (she/her): It’s okay. But yeah, that has been such a refuge for me too.  I'm so 
thankful for being able to go outside and for being able to create art. What a fun thing that we 
can do, right?

Robby Poore (he/him): Yeah, it is great. And I hope more people do it. 


